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Oz: Tekin Alp toplumsal, ekonomik ve siyasal agidan kokli doniisiimlerin yasandigi
imparatorluktan ulus devlete gecis siirecinde yasamis Yahudi bir entelektiieldir. Ilk genclik
yillarindan itibaren yasadigi donemin siyasi tartigmalar1 igerisinde yer almis ve ozellikle
imparatorlugun ¢okiistinii engellemek i¢in ileri siiriilen siyaset onerileri ekseninde bir tutum
sahibi olmustur. Bu ¢er¢evede belirli bir donem Yahudilerin Osmanlilastirilmasi ve icinde
yasadiklar1 topluma uyumu ekseninde Osmanlicilik diisiincesinin atesli bir savunucusu olan
Tekin Alp, cesitli platformlarda Siyonizm ve sosyalizm gibi modern ideolojiler hakkindaki

diistincelerini de dile getirmistir.

Tekin Alp’in Ozellikle sosyalizm {izerine diisiinceleri cesitli agilardan ilgi ¢ekicidir. Yahudi
cemaatinin uyumu konusundaki genel tutumu, onun sosyalizme ve o yillarda Selanik’te
giderek giiclenen ve Ozellikle Yahudi iscilerin destek verdigi sosyalist harekete karsi tavrini
da belirlemistir. Bu ¢er¢evede Tekin Alp donemin siyasi arenasinda kendisini acik bir bigimde
sosyalizm karsit1 olarak konumlandirmistir. Dahasi, bu karsithigr tarihsel Yahudi bilinci ve
kimligiyle iliski kurarak insa etmistir. Diger yandan ayni donemde Avrupa’da yasayan
Yahudi entelektiiellerin 6nemli bir boliimii sosyalizmin saflarinda bir araya gelmis, hatta en
onemli sosyalist teorisyenler yine Yahudi entelektiieller arasindan ¢ikmistir. Avrupali Yahudi
entelektiiellerin sosyalizme yonelik belirgin egilimi ayn1 ddonemde kimi sosyologlar tarafindan

yine tarihsel Yahudi bilinci ve kimligi ekseninde a¢iklanmaistir.

Bu tebligde Tekin Alp’in sosyalizm ve Selanik sosyalist hareketi karsisindaki negatif tutumu
ana hatlartyla tanitilacak ve buradan hareketle yirminci ylizyilin ilk ¢eyreginde Avrupali
Yahudi entelektiiellerle bir Osmanli Yahudi’si olan Tekin Alp’in sosyalizm karsisindaki farkl
tutumlarmin sebepleri tartigmaya agilacaktir. Bu eksende ortaya koyulacak bir tartigmanin
Yahudilik ve sosyalizm iligkisinin anlagilabilmesine miitevazi bir katki yapmasi

hedeflenmektedir.
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TEKIN ALP’S ANTI-SOCIALISM AS A MODERN OTTOMAN JEWISH

Abstract: Tekin Alp is an intellectual of Jewish origin, who lived in the period of transition
from empire to nation state with radical social, economic and political changes. From his
early youth, he was involved in political debates of the period, especially adopting a stance
within the political suggestions for preventing the downfall of the empire. In this framework,
Tekin Alp was, for a certain period of time, a fervid advocate of the Ottomanism ideal, which
envisaged the Ottomanization of Jews and their adaptation to the society they lived in. Tekin
Alp also expressed his opinions on such modern ideologies as Zionism and socialism on

various platforms.

Tekin Alp’s ideas on socialism are especially intriguing from many aspects. His general
approach towards the adaptation of the Jewish community was decisive on his views against
socialism and the socialist movement, which was, in those years, continuously gaining ground
in Thessaloniki, being also supported by Jewish working class. In this respect, in the political
arena of the period, Tekin Alp took an explicit position as an antagonist of socialism.
Moreover, he built up such antagonism by relating it to the historical consciousness and
identity of Judaism. Nevertheless, a significant proportion of the Jewish intellectuals living in
Europe at that time gathered around socialism and it was to such extent that the most
prominent socialist theoreticians stood out among Jewish intellectuals. In the meantime, the
apparent tendency among European Jewish intellectuals towards socialism was also explained

by some sociologists within the context of historical Jewish consciousness and identity.

In this paper, Tekin Alp’s negative stance against socialism and the socialist movement of
Thessaloniki will be outlined and the underlying reasons for the dissenting opinions between
European Jewish intellectuals and Tekin Alp, an Ottoman Jew, during the early 20th century
will also be discussed. In this context, such discussion hopefully aims to introduce an

unassuming contribution to the understanding of the relation between Judaism and socialism.
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