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The Ancient Roads of Lykaonia

Mustafa Hamdi SAYAR
Istanbul University, Istanbul / Istanbul Universitesi, Istanbul
mhsayar@istanbul.edu.tr - mhsayar@gmail.com

The region called Lykaonia comprised the whole of city of Konya and the territories of
neighbouring cities'. In comparison to the other regions of the Anatolian peninsula, the most
distinctive feature of this region is the lack of a river discharging into the sea. The core of the
region is Tuz Lake and the mid-Anatolia steppes as its extension. Moreover, on the northern
part of the Taurus Mountains, Beysehir Lake and two shallow swamp lakes, Sugla and Akgél,
are situated. Most of the ancient and Middle-Age settlements of the Lykaonia region are found
around these lakes?.

The eastern frontier of the Lykaonia region is marked by the Kirsehir peak on the east side
of Tuz Lake. Since the beginning of the Roman Empire till the Byzantine period, the eastern
frontier of Lykaonia corresponded to the descriptions of Strabo (XII 568; XII 537; XIV 663).
The eastern frontier extended through Koropassos (Akhan) in Lykaonia and Garsaura (Garsau-
ria, Archelais, Aksaray) in Kappadokia (Strabon XII 2, 535 and 537) and then passed by Ky-
bistra (Herakleia, Konya Ereglisi) in Kappadokia, then went through Arisama and the Karaca
mountains in the south, and finally reached Anbar and Ayranci in Lykaonia®.

The southern frontier is the area called Isauria in the Taurus Mountains®. This border is
marked through the locations of Lystra, Laranda and Derbe, which are cities in the Lykaonia
League®. The western frontier may be identified through Beysehir Lake. The boundary stones
set up in Eflatun Piar around Hordu and on the eastern shore of Beysehir Lake both served as
a separator between the settlements and imperial land, and marked the border between Lykao-
nia and Pisidia. In the Roman Imperial period, the border between Lykaonia and Pisidia passed
through there®.

' Aulock 1978, 15-17; Belke 1984, 39-40; Laminger-Pascher 1989, 5-8; Laminger-Pascher 1992, 26-30.
2 Rohr, 2009.

3 Hild 1977, 40; Hild — Restle 2, 1981, 41.

4 Strabo XII 568.

> Laminger-Pascher 1986, 238-60

® For the west border see Laminger-Pascher 1989, 5-6.
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Pliny the Elder discusses the Lykaonia region between Tuz Lake and the Taurus Mountain
range in his work, Naturalis Historia (5, 95). Lykaonia was included into the sovereignty of the
Macedonian kingdom by Antigonos Monophthalmos, a general of Alexander the Great in 333
BC’. In 188 BCE, Lykaonia was among the territories of the Anatolian peninsula left to Per-
gamon as a result of the Apameia Peace Treaty®. Lykaonia then formed the southeast section
of the first Roman province in Anatolia — Asia — which was founded in 133 BC, but started
functioning in 129 BC. However, in 102 BC, Lykaonia is thought to have been separated from
the province of Asia and, along with Pamphylia, passed into the jurisdiction of Mark Antony,
governor of the province of Cilicia, an area involved in the struggle against piracy®. Accord-
ing to ancient sources, Lykaonia was known to be a regional administration which had three
subdivisions starting from 100 BC '°. This division was not made according to geographical
characteristics but according to the necessities of political administration. In the 1 century BC,
Lykaonia was under the control of a local king, Amyntas''. When Amyntas died in 25 BC, the
Lykaonia region was included into the provincial system of Rome by Augustus, while he was
in the process of founding the province of Galatia!> (Cassius Dio 49, 32,3). Thus, it became an
independent jurisdictional zone with Philomelion (Aksehir) at its center'®. This jurisdictional
zone continued to exist until 40 AD. In this period, the road coming from the Meander Valley
and passing by Olbasa, Komana, Kremna and Antiocheia — newly founded Roman colonies in
Pisidia — and from the south side of the newly founded province of Galatia reached the Roman
colonies of Lykaonia such as Lystra'* and Ikonion. This new province, which was founded in 72
AD by uniting Galatia and Kappadokia, also comprised the territory of Lykaonia'®. Especially
during the reign of Vespasian’s elder son Titus, legatus Augusti Aulus Caesennius, the governor
of Galatia-Kappadokia, did construction and repair work to the roads. It is understood that to-
wards the middle of the 2™ century AD during the reign of Hadrian, Lykaonia became connect-
ed to the province of Kilikia. Perhaps the regions of Isauria, Kilikia and Lykaonia were ruled as
three eparchia before the rule of Antoninus Pius'®. However, during the same period, Lykaonia
had an assembly for its regional administrative management. Laranda managed to get the title
of metropolis from the Roman emperors, thus become the center of Lykaonia.

The main road traversing Lykaonia was in an east-west direction and connected the Ephesus
and Euphrates basins. In the early imperial period, this road had an immense importance and
was called the “common road” (koivi] 666¢). The geographer Strabo, who lived at the beginning
of the 1% century BC, describes this route as it existed in the last quarter of the 2™ century BC

7 Marek 2010, 233.
8  Marek 2010, 289.

°  For this opinion see Ferrary 2002, 133-146; Marek 2010, 329. Kreiler suggests that the establishment of provincia Cili-
cia was in 80 B.C. not in 102 B.C.; see Kreiler 2007, 117-126.

10 Bliimel 1992 no. 31 col. 3 1. 22-27; see Vitale 2012, 103.
" Marek 2010, 403.
12° Marek 2010, 404.

3 The area around Philomelion was considered a part of the region after Lykaonia became an eparkheia. Marek 2010,
330; Vitale 2012, 103.

4 Lystra hakkinda bkz. Filges 2015,49-51; 74-76; 322; 366.
15 Marek 2010, 451.
16 Marek 2010, 519.
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according to information given by Artemidoros (Strabo XIV 2, 28). The region of Lykaonia
was bigger than the province, and its political borders did not match its physical borders as it
did in the other regions of Anatolia'’. In the 1st century BC, it was connected to the province
of Asia, then later on, as previously stated, had a self-administered jurisdictional zone with its
headquarters at Philomelion'®. Since the first governor of the province of Asia Manius Aqui-
llius, a road connection began from Sardeis and went through Phrygia passing by Laodikeia,
Apamea and Synnada and arriving at Philomelion'®. Another route used for military dispatches
during the Roman Imperial period was the route on the north side of Lykaonia that passed by
Galatia to Ankyra®. However, during the reign of Diocletian, with the start of the Dominatus
era in 284 AD and the beginning of the Tetrarchy in 293 AD, Nikomedia became the capital.
Military dispatches towards the east increased, thus new road connections coming from the
Balkans into the Marmara region and then to the important Mediterranean harbours came into
prominence. In the first quarter of the 4™ century AD, the political and economic interests of
the empire moved to the east. In the year 330 AD, Constantinopolis became the new capital of
the new empire, which led to the importance of two routes. One of them known as the Pilgrims’
Road?' started from Kalchedon in Bithynia directly across from Konstantinople, passed through
Nikaia (Iznik), Ankyra (Ankara) and reached Tarsus?2. The other one started in Konstantino-
ple, passed Dorylaion (Eskisehir), Amorion (Hisar), Ikonion* (Konya) and Herakleia (Konya
Ereglisi) before reaching Tarsus?. The route passing by Ankara tracked to the east of Tuz Lake
and the one passing through Konya? tracked to the west of Tuz Lake. Both routes eventually
united north of the Kilikian Gates (Giilek Bogaz1) in the vicinity of Podandos (Pozanti) and
passed through them south into Kilikia. One of the oldest transportation lines passing through
Lykaonia is the route coming from Ankyra to Ikonion and then continuing to Laranda (Kara-
man) and Lystra (Hatunsaray)?. The route going to Karaman from Ikonion passes to the west
and south of the Konya plateau, traversing the settlements of Kodylessos, Posala, Pyrgoi and
Ilistra before reaching the Carsamba stream?’. Even though there is no concrete evidence for the
route’s location around the Cargamba stream, it is very probable that its track should be accord-
ing to the bridge built with reused stones in Dineksaray?® and according to the Tavsang¢i bridge
built during the Ottoman period.

17" Marek 2010, 451.
18 Marek 45; Mitchell 1999, 23.
19 Marek 2010, 332.

20" On the roads that pass through Lykaonia with a destination to the Mediterranean coast in Cilicia, see Hild —Hellen-
kemper 1990, 138-140; Hild 1991, 310-330; Hild 1998, 941-951; Sayar 1999, 454.

2 K. Belke, Galatien und Lykaonien. Viyana 1984, 95-97.
22 French 1981; Belke 1984, 95-97.

% For Ikonion, see Filges 2015, 48-49, 76-78; 321; 366.

2 Belke 1984, 97-101.

% For the inscriptions found in the territory of Ikonion, see Thonemann 2013, XXIX-XXX and 262-272 no. 294-305;
especially milestones no. 295 and no. 296, which were found in Egribayat and dated to the time of Septimius Severus
and Constantine, and show the destination of the road

26

For a milestone found in Lystra and dated between 235 and 238, see Laminger-Pascher 1992, 125 no. 163.
27 For the roads in Lycaonia, see Ballance 1958, 223-234.

28

For a milestone found in Dineksaray and dated 81 B.C., see Laminger-Pascher 1992, 188 no. 299.
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It is understood through milestones that the road coming from Ikonion, passing through
Lystra, and arriving at Isaura Palaia, Leontopolis connected Ikonion and Laranda. This road
passed through Apa (Dineksaray) and other villages named Bozkir, Sorobon and Bidana before
reaching Isaura Palaia. The road went from Isaura Palaia to Germanicopolis and then continued
to Anemurion.

The main source for the stations on the road from Dorylaion to Lykaonia is the Tabula Peu-
tingeriana (segment X-3; X-2). Some parts of this route can be followed through the inns built
during the Seljuk period. The road that passes from Dorylaion and Orkistos reached Amorion.
Amorion, called Hergan Kale or Hisar, is approximately twelve kilometres east of Emirdag,
Afyon. According to the Tabula Peutingeriana, a route going southeast from Amorion reached
Sauatra in Yaglibayat, then passed the Kabullu Kome station where Kulak Murat Inn is lo-
cated”. The Tabula Peutingeriana shows that there is a connection to Ikonion from there. A
milestone dating to Julian’s era and found at Bahgesaray on the mountain range bordering the
Konya plateau on its northwest side indicates that this route was in use in the second half of 4
century AD.

Another route arriving from the west was via Aksehir (Philomelion) to Ikonion. This route
went by the Bagara River and followed the road between Misthia (Beysehir) and Ikonion*’. On
this route after Misthia, the Altinapa Inn was located. This route was in use both in Antiquity
and in the Middle Ages.

The route from Ikonion to Herakleia followed the Carsamba stream in a southeast direction
and reached Madensehir (Binbirkilise) on the north side of Karadag where the settlement of
Barata has been localized. The road passed the settlements of Coglu, Akcasehir, Kalekdy and
Anbar on the east side of Barata and reached Herakleia. The rest of the road continued to Tarsus
via the Kilikian Gates (Giilek Pass).

The most important east-west connection in northern Lykaonia was the route coming from
Amorion, going through Murat Inn and the Akbagbeli region and uniting with a road passing
through Ikonion before finally reaching Kappadokia. This road, starting on the north side of
Lykaonia in Amorion, went to Gokpinar where Tolastochora has been localized. The road that
passed from this station reached the Vetisso station. From there it went to Egdaya (Cesmelise-
bil), then to Pegella, and via Kongustos it reached Altintekin. Then it continued via Petra®' to
Sauatra, Karapinar and Herakleia. The part of this road going towards the east reached Kap-
padokia by traversing Petra, Comitamasso (Ortakuyu) and Ubinnaca (Malir Hoyiik) near Sal-
aberina. Another road coming from Alltinekin reached the route to Ikonion passing by Kaballu
Kome and Kulak Murat Caravanserai near Egribayat. This road, running in a southeast direc-
tion, reached Sabatra and then on to Kana* (Genekdy, Besagil). Thus, the transportation route
from Amorion to Herakleia and then to the Kilikian Gates, diagonally passing through Lykao-

2 For Savatra see Belke 1984, 222-223 s. v. Savatra maddesi; about the inscriptions from Savatra, which were copied in

1956 by M. Ballance see Thonemann 2013, XXXI and 299-307 no. 343-354.
30 Belke 1984, 98-99.
31 For about thirty inscriptions from Perta copied in 1956 by M. balance, see Thonemann 2013, 273-298 no 306-342.

32 On the ten inscriptions copied by W. M. Calder in 1954 and by M. Ballance in 1957, see Thonemann 2013, XXXII,
308-314 no. 355-363.
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nia, is mostly documented via road stations of the Roman Imperial period and Late Antiquity.
According to the locations of these stations, there were two diagonal routes in Lykaonia — one
in the south and the other one in the north. These routes united in the vicinity of Konya Ereglisi
before reaching Herakleia.

In this context, a chain of fire signals which served as a means of communication between
the Taurus Mountain range and Konstantinople should also be mentioned. According to the
sources, this telegraph-like fire was founded during the reign of Emperor Theophilos in the 9%
century BC. However, its roots were much older.

Another route known since the 6" century BC is called Via Sebaste. It ran from Antiocheia
in Pisidia and passed by Lystra near Karaman today. The name of the road is known through the
milestones of Cornutus Aquila. The name “Via Sebasté” is connected to the colonies founded
during the reign of Augustus in Pisidia and Lykaonia. The road passed by Mistheia (Beyse-
hir), Amlada and Uasada, then went to the eastern shore of Trogitis Limnae (Lake Sugla) and
reached Isaura Palaia. A branch that got separated from the Via Sebast¢ near Erenkaya reached
Lystra via Kilistra®.

Apart from these roads, there was also a route that ran from the southeast: from Side to
Konya and then continued to Kappadokia Koloneia (Aksaray). In the Tabula Peutingeriana,
this road reached Mistheia in Lykaonia, then followed the eastern shore of Beysehir Lake via
Amblada (Kizilca), Uasada (Bostandere) and Isaura Palatia (Leontopolis) before uniting with
the road that ran from Lystra to Ikonoion.

The road that went from Mistheia to Ikonion reached the Via Sebsaste via Cavus — Ka-
racadren and Erenkaya. On the southwest side of Ikonion, this road joined the road between
Ikonion and Lystra.

The route of Ikonion-Koloneia(Aksaray) can be traced today by means of many caravanse-
rai remains. According to the Tabula Peutingeriana, the road from Sauatra left the Lykaonia re-
gion and reached Kappadokia in the vicinity of the territory of Koropassos, which is described
as the last settlement of Lykaonia.

The road on the southeast side of the Lykaonia region ran to Kalekdy, Divle and Yelkalesi on
the Taurus Mountain range and reached Soloi/Pompeiopolis (Mezitli) on the Mediterranean shore.

Approximately forty milestones belonging to Roman Imperial period were found on the
roads of Lykaonia. These indicate construction or repair work on the roads during the military
expeditions and during the region’s inclusion process within the newly founded Roman prov-
ince*. During the reigns of the Flavians, Trajan, and the Severans especially — to better protect
the eastern border against the Parthians and starting from 224 AD the increased campaigns
against the Sasanians requiring more military dispatches — the roads of Lykaonia were frequent-
ly being repaired and widened, as was the case in other neighbouring regions.

3 For the two milestones copied in the village of Kavak, one dated to the first half of the 2nd century A. D. and the other
dated to 253 A. D. in the time of emperor Valerian, see Laminger-Pascher 1992, 155-156 no 225-226.

3 For the milestones found in Lykaonia, see French 1981 fasc. 2; an interim catalogue of Milestones, Part 1-2, 214-240
no 593-670; 2014, 20-25 no. 4-10; 54 no. 38 A; 38 B.
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The Ancient Roads of Lykaonia

The region Lycaonia covers the whole area within the boundaries of today’s
Konya. The most striking geographical characteristic of this region is the lack of
a river. The core of the region consists of the Salt Lake and its extension Central
Anatolian steppes. Moreover, Beysehir Lake, located to the north of the Taurus
Mountains, is quite shallow, as are the swamp lakes Sugla Lake and Ak Lake in
the same region. Most of the ancient and medieval settlements in the Lycaonia re-
gion are located around these lakes. The eastern border of Lycaonia is at Kirsehir,
which also constitutes the eastern border of the Salt Lake. The southern border is
the area on top of the Taurus Mountains called Isauria, whereas the western border
of Lycaonia can only be identified around Beysehir Lake. The boundary stones
at the eastern shore of Beysehir Lake, in the vicinity of Hordu and Eflatun Pinar,
were erected to designate the boundaries of the Empire, as well as to separate
them from the other settlements in the region, but they also served as the bor-
derline between Lycaonia and Pisidia. At least the border of Lycaonia during the
Roman Imperial Period was here.

The mutually used main road in this geography links Efes and the Firat Delta,
and it extends along an east-west axis. Being of great significance during the Ear-
ly Empire period, this route gained even more importance from the end of the 3rd
century through Late Antiquity by linking the new capitals Nicomedia, and later
Constantinopolis, to the harbors on the Mediterranean coast through new road net-
works. Due to the increasing political and economic interests of the Empire in the
east during the 4th century, the road from Costantinopolis to Tarsus via Nikaia
(=iznik) and Ancyra (=Ankara), which is also known as the pilgrimage route,
and the second road from Constantinopolis to Tarsus via Dorylaion (=Eskisehir),
Amorion (=Hisar), Iconion (=Konya) and Herakleia (=Konya Eregli) both gained
significance. The road via Ankara runs east of the Salt Lake, whereas the one via
Konya runs west of the lake, and these two roads merge at Podandos (=Pozant1),
located north of the Giilek Pass, and continue down to Cilicia. One of the earli-
est roads that goes through the Lycaonia region is the network between Iconion,
Laranda (=Karaman) and Lystra (Hatunsaray) via Ancyra.

Yet another road, which is known as Via Sebasté from 6 BC onwards, starts
from Pisidia Antiocheia and goes through Lystra (=Hatunsaray), located within
the borders of today’s Karaman district. Besides these, there is also another road
on the southwest from Side on the Mediterranean coast to Coloneia at Cappado-
cia via Konya. After reaching Mistheia (=Beysehir) at Lycaonia, this road merges
with another road from Lystra to Iconion at Tabula Peutingeriana.

The most important east-west network through northern Lycaonia links Amo-
rion to the Cappadocia region with the road via Murat han1 and the Akbagbeli
region and the one via Iconion.

The road in southeastern Lycaonia extends to Soloi/Pompeiopolis (=Mezitli)
on the Mediterranean Coast via Kalekdy in the Taurus Mountains, Diyle and Yel
Kalesi.



THE ANCIENT ROADS OF LYKAONIA

In this paper, the available road options for transportation through monuments
that designated the ancient Lycaonian routes, as well as the locations of the sta-
tions, will be evaluated.

Lykaonia’nin Antik Yollar1

Lykaonia olarak tanimlanan bolge bugiin Konya ili sinirlar1 i¢inde kalan bol-
genin tamamini kapsamaktadir. Bu bolgenin en 6nemli cografi 6zelligi denize
dokiilen bir akarsuyun yer almamasidir. Bélgenin ¢ekirdegini Tuz Golii ve onun
uzantisi olan Orta Anadolu stepleri olusturmaktadir. Ayrica Toros dag silsilesinin
kuzeyinde bulunan Beysehir golii ve yine ayni bolgede bulunan bataklik goller
Sugla Golii ve Ak Gol oldukga sigdir. Lykaonia bolgesindeki eskicag ve ortagag
yerlesmelerinin biiyiik kisminin bu géllerin ¢evresinde olustuklar: gdzlemlenmek-
tedir. Lykaonia bolgesinin dogu sinirii Tuz Go6li dogu sinirinda bulunan Kirse-
hir yiikseltisi olusturmaktadir. Giiney sinir1 ise Isauria olarak tanimlanan ve Toros
daglari iizerinde yer alan bolgedir. Bat1 sinir1 ise ancak Beysehir Golii civarinda
tanimlanabilmektedir. Bu bolgede Beysehir goliiniin dogu kiyisi ile Hordu civa-
rinda ve Eflatun Pinarda goriilen sinir taglar: bolgedeki imparatorluk arazilerini
civardaki yerlesme yerlerinden ayirma amaciyla diktirilmis olmakla birlikte ayni
zamanda Lykaonia’nin Pisidia ile olan sinirin1 da olusturmaktadir. Lykaonia’nin
en azindan Roma imparatorluk dénemindeki sinir1 buradan gegmekteydi.

Bu cografya i¢inden gecen ana yol Efes ile Firat havzasini birbirine baglayan
ortak kullanim yolu olup dogu — bat1 istikametinde uzanmaktadir. Erken impara-
torluk devrinde biiyiikk 6nem tasiyan bu gilizergah yerine M. S. 3. yy. sonlarindan
baslayarak ge¢ antik devirde yeni baskentler Nikomedia ve sonra Konstantinopo-
lis ile Akdeniz kiyisindaki 6nemli limanlar1 baglayan yeni yol baglantilari 6nem
kazandi. 4. yy. da imparatorlugun da giderek siyasi ve ekonomik ilgi alaninin
doguya kaymasi nedeniyle Konstantinopolis’ten ¢ikip Nikaia (=iznik), Ankyra
(=Ankara) iizerinden Tarsus’a ulasan ve Hac1 yolu olarak bilinen yol ile Kons-
tantinopolis’ten ¢ikip Dorylaion (=Eskisehir), Amorion (=Hisar), Ikonion (=Kon-
ya), Herakleia (=Konya Ereglisi) {izerinden Tarsus’a uzanan iki giizergah 6nem
kazandi. Bu yollardan Ankara iizerinden gegeni Tuz goliiniin dogusunu, Konya
tizerinden geceni ise Tuz goliinlin batisini takip eder ve her iki yol da bir siire son-
ra Giilek bogazinin kuzeyinde Podandos (=Pozant1) civarinda yeniden birleserek
Kilikya bolgesine iner. Lykaonia bdlgesinden gegen en eski ulagim hatlarindan
biri de Ankyra iizerinden Ikonion’a gelen ve oradan da Laranda’ya (= Karaman)
ve Lystra’ya (= Hatunsaray)uzanan baglantidir.

Diger bir yol da M. O. 6 yilindan beri Via Sebasté olarak bilinen ve Pisidia
Antiocheia’sindan gelip bugiin Karaman il sinirlar1 i¢inde kalan Lystra’dan (=
Hatunsaray) gegen yoldur. Bu yollar diginda giineybatidan, Akdeniz kiyisindaki
Side’den gelip Konya‘ya ve oradan da Kappadokia’da Koloneia’ya ulasan bir yol
daha vardir. Tabula Peutingeriana’da bu yol Lykaonia’da Mistheia’ya (= Beysehir)
ulastiktan sonra Lystra’dan Ikonion’a giden yol ile birlesmektedir.
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Kuzey Lykaonia bolgesinden gegen en dnemli dogu — bati baglantist ise Amo-
rion’dan gelip Murat han1 ve Akbasbeli bélgesinden gecen ve Ikonion’dan gegen
yolla birleserek Kappadokia bolgesine ulasan baglantidir.

Lykaonia bdlgesinin giineydogusundaki yol ise Toros daglar: tizerindeki Ka-
lekdy, Divle ve Yel Kalesi iizerinden Akdeniz sahilindeki Soloi/Pompeiopolis
(=Mezitli) sehrine uzanan baglantidir.

Bildiri kapsaminda Lykaonia eski ¢ag yol giizergahlarin1 belgeleyen anitlar va-
sitastyla ulasim segenekleri ve yol istasyonlarinin konumlarina iligki degerlendir-
meler yapilmasi dngoriilmektedir.
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Fig. 1 Road System in Lycaonia under Roman Rule
K. Belke, Galatien und Lykaonien.TIB 4. Vienna 1984; Scale 1: 800.000



