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Oz

Bu tebligde tarihsel Yahudi bilincinin ¢ok katmanli diyalektigi ve Yahudilerin yaklasik iki bin
yildir deneyimledigi diaspora olma halinin Yahudi 6z bilincinin insasindaki rolii tartigmaya
acilacaktir. Betimsel analiz yonteminin kullanilacagi bu ¢alismada tarihsel Yahudi bilinci ve
diaspora (kopuntu) kavramlarina odaklanilacak ve Yahudilerin diaspora deneyimini bir
avantaja donustiirerek yalnizca kendilerine has ve ¢ok katmanli bir diyalektigi olan tarihsel
bilinglerini nasil insa ettikleri degerlendirilecektir. Bu eksende siirdiiriilecek bir tartigmanin
Yahudiligin diinyaya bakis1 ve “digerleri” ile kurdugu iliskinin anlasilmasina katki yapmasi
hedeflenmektedir. Bireyin, Yahudi halkinin bir pargasi olmasi ve bu aidiyetin sonug¢larmnin
kabul edilmesi hakkindaki farkindalig1 olarak tanimlanabilecek olan tarihsel Yahudi bilinci,
Yahudi tarihi ve kiiltiirline temel Ozelliklerini kazandiran diasporik yapmin sonucunda
tedricen ortaya ¢ikmistir. Dolayisiyla sosyolojik, tarihsel ve teolojik bir fenomen olarak

diaspora kavramu ile tarihsel Yahudi bilinci arasinda simbiyotik bir iliskinin varligindan sz
edilebilir.

Bu iligkiyi kisaca agmak gerekirse; Yahudilerin tarih boyunca stirekli siirgiin ve katliam
tehdidiyle kars1 karsiya kalmasi onlarm bir diaspora halki olmasini agiklayan temel sebeplerin
basinda gelir. Bir diaspora halki olarak Yahudiler, varliklarini siirdiirebilmek i¢in durmadan
tetikte olmak ve tehditleri tartmak, her an gitmeye hazir olmak, kiiltiirel miras1 gelecek
kusaklara aktarmak, kendine sert bir ahlak anlayis1 dayatmak, kendi kanunlarini ihlal etmeden
‘ev sahibinin’ kurallarina riayet etmek gibi zorunluluklari benimsemek zorunda kalmislardir.
Diger yandan yabanci getirileri, fikirleri, kiiltiirleri ve dilleri kabul etmek, bagliliklari
eszamanli yagamak ve ikilikleri kabul etmek de Yahudiler i¢in birer zorunluluk olmustur. Bu
cercevede diaspora olmak, diger toplumlarla ¢ok boyutlu bir iliski deneyimine sahip olmak
anlamina gelmektedir. Yahudilerin tarihsel deneyimleri bunun 6rnekleriyle doludur. Farkli
etnik, dini ve kiiltiirel topluluklarin egemenliginde yasayan Yahudiler, bir yandan kendi
kimliklerini korumay siirdiiriirken, diger yandan da hakim kiiltiirel iklime uyum saglamak
zorunda kalmiglardir. Daha somut ifade etmek gerekirse Yahudiler, diaspora yasaminin
getirdigi bir zorunluluk olarak birden fazla kimligi ayn1 anda yasamak, 6te yandan bu ¢oklu
kimligi mental diizeyde birlestirecek yeni bir yasam bic¢imi gelistirmek zorunda kalmislardir.
Ayni anda birden fazla kimligi yasamak zorunda kalmalar1 diinyaya, i¢inde yasadiklari
topluma ve diger dinlere bakiglarimni analitik bir diizleme tagimistir. Bu tiir bir yasant1 bigimi
ayn1 zamanda muhafazakar, korunakli ve ice doniik bir cemaat 6rgiitlenmesini dogurmustur.
Cemaat kodlarmin ve farkli toplumlarla iliski deneyiminin kusaktan kusaga aktarilmasi,
Yahudi bilincinin ‘cok katmanli bir diyalektige’ sahip olmasini beraberinde getirmistir.
Diaspora deneyimi sebebiyle, boyle bir bilincin Yahudilere 6zgii oldugu iddia edilebilir.
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Abstract

In this paper, the multi-layered dialectics and the role of the diaspora experience that Jewish
people have had for nearly two millennia in the construction of Judaic consciousness will be
discussed. In this study, where the descriptive analysis method will be used, the concepts of
historical Judaic consciousness and diaspora will be focused on and the ways in which the
Jewish people transformed the experience of diaspora into an advantage and constructed their
historical consciousness that is unique to Jews and that has many layers will be examined. It is
aimed that a discussion in this context will contribute into the understanding of the world
view of Judaism and the relationship Judaism establishes with the “others”.

The historical Judaic consciousness, which can be defined as the individual being part of the
Jewish people and awareness of the acceptance of the results of this belonging, gradually
emerged as a result of the diasporic structure that gave the basic features of Jewish history and
culture. Therefore, it can be said that there is a symbiotic relationship between the concept of
diaspora and historical Judaic consciousness as a sociological, historical and theological
phenomenon. To briefly describe this relationship; the fact that Jewish people have been
facing threats of exile and massacre throughout history is one of the main reasons why they
are a diaspora people. As a diasporic people, in order to sustain their existence, Jewish people
have had to adapt to such necessities as being perpetually alert and weighing the threats, being
ready to leave at any time, passing their cultural heritage to the next generations, imposing a
rigid ethical approach to themselves, complying with the rules of the “dominant society”
without violating their own rules.

In the meantime, accepting foreign notions, ideas, cultures and languages, experiencing
multiple attachments and admitting the dualities have also been a necessity for Jewish people.
In this context, being a diaspora means having a multidimensional relationship experience
with other societies. The historical experience of the Jews is full of examples of this. Under
the sovereignty of different ethnic, religious and cultural communities, the Jews had to adapt
to the dominant cultural climate while maintaining their identity. More specifically, the Jews
had to live more than one identity at the same time as a necessity imposed by diaspora life, on
the other hand they had to develop a new way of life that would unite this multiple identity at
the mental level. The fact that they had to live more than one identity at the same time brought
their view of the world, society and other religions to an analytical level. Such a way of life
has also led to a conservative, sheltered and introverted community organization. The transfer
of the community codes and the experience of relationships with other communities from
generation to generation brought along a “multi-layered dialectic” for Judaic consciousness.
Because of the diaspora experience, it can be asserted that such consciousness is exclusive to
Jewish people.
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