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USE OF TECHNOLOGY AND MEDIA IN DIGITAL MUSIC ARCHIVES 

 
Abstract 
 At the end of the 19th century, European researchers began collecting sound recordings 
from various locations for analyzing unknown music genres and finding and comparing pieces of 
cultural evolution. This study has provided sufficient basis for music archives in a short while 
and phonograph archives have been established in Vienna in 1899 and Berlin in 1900. These 
music archives observed to have a parallel structuring with the comparative musicology 
approach of the era, had to change in the second half of the 20th century after ethnomusicology 
arose and developed as a discipline. Changing archiving approach varied purposes and 
expectations of archive users and sound recording technologies developing through the process 
made technological improvements for the archives necessary.  When, we come to 2000s, 



digitalization studies of reconstructing music archives were either completed or started in 
anyway. This situation has a direct impact on the structure of music archives and internal 
operational mechanisms, organizational schemes and personnel requirements of archives have 
changed. 
 In this paper, I will briefly refer traditional archive models and analyze transition and 
implementation processes of digital music archiving of archives. In addition to this, the working 
principles of use of technology in music archives will be emphasized and the importance of data 
validation functionality of digital media on ethnomusicology will be taken into consideration. 

The aim of this paper is to evaluate the process of digital music archives in international 
field left behind with regards to use of technology and media and determine the reached point 
and create awareness for expanding digital music archiving activities in our country by 
supporting with the goal of raising to these standards. 
 During the study, important music archives of Europe were visited, face to face 
interviews were held with several music archivists and managers and employees of archives and 
participant observation and learning by doing methods were applied. Correspondences related 
with the subject were exchanged with authorities of some internationally well-known archives 
and media organs of these archives such as web pages, social media accounts and etc. were 
examined. 
 
Keywords: Archive, Music Archiving, Digital Music Archive, Digitalization, Digital Media. 
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