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Abstract

A Study of the Archetype of Conflict between
Brothers Projected in <the Legend of Wisteria>

Cho, Hong—yoon

Studies on <the Legend of Wisteria> have not been active. It is
thought to be because the small number of volumes that were
studied, the short length of the narration, which were hard to
attract attention from researchers. In cases when the legend was
handled through previous studies, it was treated as a type of a
tale with the origin of plants and even in cases it was studied in
depth, it was mistaken for ‘a legend of a lovesick tree’ and wrong
approaches were made. It is clear that <the Legend of Wisteria>
has the ‘origin of wisteria’ but a study that discusses the overall
nature through tales of the origin of various plants, it is hard to
clarify the intrinsic meaning of <the Legend of Wisteria>. It is
clear that one of the major motifs of <the Legend of Wisteria> is
‘hopeless love’ but considering the form of wisteria that was
presented as a proof of <the Legend of Wisteria>, it is more
appropriate to see the legend as a story of ‘conflict between
brothers” than ‘lovesickness’.

To this end, this study focused on clarifying the significance of
the conflict between brothers that is implied in the form of
wisteria. In <the Legend of Wisteria>, the form of wisteria that
took shape through the death of sisters who loved the same man
i1s like the stalks from the same root fiercely fight with each

other. So the form of wisteria is the typical form of ‘brotherly
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conflict’, having the fateful desire for the same object and
experiencing the consequential intense conflict. <The Legend of
Wisteria> shows the typical brotherly conflict that we face as
destiny and explicitly presents the tragic conclusion of brotherly
conflicts that are not released and controlled. <The Legend of
Wisteria> does not just tragically present the destiny given to us.
Through the form of wisteria that shows the typical brotherly
conflict, it also shows the realization to cope with the problem of
brotherly conflict. As thin and weak wisteria stalks wrap around
their brothers, form a thick and strong bundle, crawl up toward
the sky with unified power, though brothers who share many
objects of desire and conflict, they realize they provide power of
growth to one another amidst numerous fights and reconciliations.
Like this, <The Legend of Wisteria> shows the prototypical
awareness about the issue of brotherly conflict through the typical
characters, events, and intense forms that suit them. It emphasizes
the fact that brothers cannot help conflicts but such conflicts are
for their growth. So it makes us realize once again that brothers
are like stalks of wisteria that tangle and twist to form a bundle,

extend toward the sky together.

Key words : the Legend of Wisteria, wisteria, brotherly conflict, sisterly
conflict, brother, sister
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